Synthesis of [15, 16- ³H] beta-funaltrexamine.
Beta-funaltrexamine is a unique irreversible antagonist for the mu-opiate receptor and would be useful as a tritiated radioligand. Starting from high specific activity [15, 16-³H] naltrexone, [15, 16-³H] beta-funaltrexamine was synthesized and characterized by means of a two-step reductive amination-acylation process.